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Accelerate Literacy for All Students with 
“The Fab Four” Comprehension Strategies 

The Science of Reading in Action! 

 
With Lori Oczkus, Author/Literacy Coach 

Contact Lori for additional FREE Materials or PD  
www.lorioczkus.com or loczkus52@earthlink.net 

 
Session Objectives 
•Define Reciprocal Teaching and high yield results .74!  
•Build a MINI-LESSON MENU  
•Share FOUNDATIONS and GUIDELINES for success with any text any grade level. 
•Discuss engaging “GO TO” Fab Four lessons  
 / READ ALOUDS, CLOSE READING, VARIED Fab Four DISCUSSIONS – table teams, book clubs, partners 

 
Reciprocal Teaching at Work      Close Reading with Paired Text  
By Lori Oczkus                       By Lori Oczkus and Tim Rasinski 
                                             K-12 Comprehension Series 

                        

                                                                                                           

Predict Question

Clarify Summarize
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What is reciprocal teaching? 
Reciprocal teaching is a scaffolded discussion technique that includes four strategies that 
good readers use- predict, question, clarify, and summarize. (Oczkus, 2018).  The strategies 
are modeled, practiced, and discussed in any order with a teacher and peers. (Palinscar & 
Brown, 1984) Include all four strategies in lessons for results!   
 
What are the results you can expect when using reciprocal teaching? 
15 days (Palinscar&Brown,1984)   .74 in one year (Hattie, 2009)  
In 3-6 months/2 years growth (Oczkus,2018) 
Use the technique 2-3 times per week for results! 
 
What problems do students experience with comprehension? 
-Decode but do not comprehend            -Are not interested in the reading material 
-Can’t find main ideas/ details              -Find informational text challenging 
-Lack necessary vocabulary                 -Are unaware of their poor comprehension 
-Experience difficulty finding text evidence or inferring 
 
What does research say about reciprocal teaching? 

-Palincsar and Brown, (1984)- middle school results in 15 days! 
-Hattie, (2008)   .74 one year #9 of 138 practices that yield results  

 - Rosenshine & Meister, 1994 16 studies .74 in one year 
 

What does reciprocal teaching look like in the classroom?   
Reciprocal teaching can be used at any grade level with any reading materials!  
✓ Interactive Read Aloud 
Teacher pauses throughout the reading to model then invites students to partner/respond 
for each of the strategies. 
✓ Close Reading Article/Poem/Short Story  
The teacher rotates through the four strategies as the students read a short text (article, 
poem, story) together marking their questions and words to clarify in different colored 
pencils or with sticky notes. They summarize in teams using key words and share with the 
class. They sketch, dramatize, or write a 10-word summary together. Students may be 
assigned roles -predictor, clarifier, questioner, or summarizer.  
✓ Chapter Book  
Students take on roles in teams of predictor, questioner, clarifier, and summarizer as they 
read and discuss the text. The teacher continues to model as necessary. Students may use 
sticky notes to mark discussion points in the text 
✓ Tier Two Small Group Reading  
Teacher guides students to discuss predictions and records them on a chart. During reading 
the teacher coaches individuals while students record 1 tricky word and one question on 
sticky notes to post on the chart. After reading students share words to clarify, ask 
questions in pairs, and use their fingers to create 10-word summaries.  
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Fab Four Teacher Directed Lesson 

Read Aloud 

        
                                              (Oczkus, 2023) 
Procedure: Teacher pauses to model throughout èpartners talkè class discusses 
Materials: any text, use the Fab Four menu to select engaging ideas for each of the 
Fab Four. Use a read aloud, informational article, short story, or poem. 
1.Teacher Modeling-Pause throughout a text to model each of the strategies using 
examples from the text. Use language such as- Notice how I… Watch me as I…  
2. Student Participation- After modeling how to apply one of the strategies students 
practice in pairs to use the same strategy. Model using the next strategy and students try 
it with partner or teams. 
Predict: Use the title, cover to make logical predictions. 
Question: Model how to question. Partners take turns asking each other questions. 
Clarify: Choose a tricky word or phrase to clarify. Students work in teams or pairs to find 
tricky words to clarify in each section of text. 
Summarize: Model how to summarize the text using key vocabulary. Students work in 
teams or pairs to practice summarizing. 
 

Close Reading 
With Reciprocal 

Teaching 
(Oczkus & Rasinski, 2015) 

 

•Find a poem, short info text, or a portion of text 
that is worthy of being reread for different 
purposes. Or allow students to choose which 
portion of a text to reread closely.  

Steps to FAB FOUR Close Reading Lessons 
1.Predict 
Skim text discuss predictions. 
2. Students read silently with a pencil to mark 
tricky/interesting words. (Poetry chant together) 
3.Teacher reads aloud. Students join in. 
4. Reread to Clarify 
Students reread in pair/teams and discuss 
tricky/interesting words or parts. 
5. Reread to Question 
Students reread to answer/ask questions in teams 
or pairs. 
6. Reread to Summarize  
Students work in pairs or teams to summarize the 
text. Choose favorite parts to sketch or act out. 

 

Predict Question

Clarify Summarize
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*Page numbers from Reciprocal Teaching at Work by Lori Oczkus (ASCD, 2018) 
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Vary the Ways to Read 
Using Reciprocal Teaching 

Lori Oczkus, 2024 

 
 

Ideas From “Reciprocal Teaching at Work” by Lori Oczkus (ASCD)  
 

Fab Four 
Bookmark 

 
 Model one of the prompts 
listed. Students use the 
same prompt or allow 
student choice. Discuss 
responses with partners. 

 
 

 
Roles 

 
 
Students take on roles of 
predictor, questioner, 
clarifier, and summarizer as 
they work in teams.  
 
 
 

 
Dice 

 
Use the dice pattern in the 
back of the book. Or 
students can take turns 
rolling dice every few pages 
for the next strategy.  
 

1. Predict 
2. Question 
3. Clarify 
4. Summarize 
5. Free Choice 
6. Free Choice 

 
Free For All 

 
Read a few pages and pause 
for students to choose 
which strategy they need or 
want to employ on a given 
page.  
 
Option: Model using the 
Which One Do I Need 
lesson if students need 
scaffolding. 
Page 142. 

 

 
Rotating Roles  

 
Use simple role name cards 
with predicter, questioner, 
clarifier, and summarizer on 
them. 
 
Students start with a role for 
the first few pages or 
designated “chunk”.  They 
pass the cards every two 
pages or paragraphs to take 
on a new role.  
 

 
Rules for  

Collaborative 
Conversations 

 
See bookmark on page 247 

 
Be an Active Listener 

 
Take Turns 

 
Add On 

 
Ask Questions 

 
Agree/Disagree 
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From Close Reading with Paired Texts by Lori Oczkus and Timothy Rasinski, Shell Ed. 
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Reciprocal Teaching Resources 

 
www.lorioczkus.com 

 
Contact Lori for FREE Resources  

and info about PD for your school! 
 

 

 
Reciprocal Teaching at Work K-12 

by Lori Oczkus 
Foreword by John Hattie (ASCD) 

 
https://www.ascd.org/books/reciprocal-teaching-at-work-powerful-strategies-and-

lessons-for-improving-reading-comprehension-3rd-edition?variant=118045 
 

•Scroll down for a sample chapter AND a 
• FREE study guide for groups or individuals 

 
 
 

 

 
Close Reading with Paired Text K-12 

by Lori Oczkus and Timothy Rasinski 
one book per grade level k-5 / middle and secondary called “secondary” 

 
https://www.teachercreatedmaterials.com/shell-education/series/close-

reading-with-paired-texts-211 
 
 

 
 

 
 


